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Climate change is an issue of global concern with the global 
community realising the potential devastating impact on humanity if 
the matter goes unchecked. Resulting drastic changes in the 
environment and nature will affect the hospitability of Mother Earth 
as our home whose generous provisions have enabled civilisation to 
flourish all this time.      

Adequately addressing the immense challenges posed by climate 
change requires action at all levels. Instigating behavioural change at 
the individual and communal level is a necessary response that has 
yet to be effectively tackled.   

The “Inter-Faith Dialogue on Climate Change” is MCCG's proposal to 
explore and harness the religious and moral teachings that can 
instigate and facilitate such change within the Malaysian context.

Two major religious groupings recently issued strong calls to address 
climate change and reshape our relationship with nature   – the 1st 
being the Catholic Church's Encyclical entitled 'Laudato Si' by Pope 
Francis released on 18th June1, and the other is the Islamic 
Declaration on Global Climate Change2 released on 18th August. 
Building on the important momentum these statements have 
created, MCCG is working towards having representations from 
major faiths in Malaysia from Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, 
Hinduism, and Indigenous beliefs as well as the ethical viewpoint on 
climate change issues from their respective perspectives. 

Apart from the two declarations already mentioned, representation of 
views from the other groups in the form of declarations or statements 
have also been issued in the past.3,4,5,6

The Faith groups are an interest group that have much to offer in the 
realisation of a global solution towards this all encompassing threat.  The 
values imparted by the faiths and moral percepts can play a critical role in 
steering mankind towards the necessary actions and lifestyle choices to 
avoid the severe consequences of climate change.  

Furthermore, respect for Nature has always been a central tenet of all the 
major world faiths.  The Assisi Faith Declarations of 1986 recording 
messages on humanity and nature from Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, 
Islam & Judaism is but one example of this. 

Reference text:
1: Encyclical Letter ‘Laudato Si’ of the Holy Father Francis
2: Islamic Declaration on Global Climate Change
3: White Paper on the Ethical Dimensions of Climate Change
4: The Time To Act Is Now: A Buddhist Declaration on Climate Change
5:  Hindu Declaration on Climate Change, 2009
6: Declaration of the Indigenous Peoples of the World, 2011, and 
Anchorage Declaration, 2009

**Scan the QR code on the next panel for links to each text!**

Preface



Representative:

Ms Loh Pai Ling
President, Buddhist Missionary Society Malaysia (BMSM)

Sister Pai Ling is currently serving as the first lady President of the 
BMSM in its 50 year history. She has been serving with BMSM Group 
of Branches and Sections of the Management Committee as well as at 
the Central Management Committee for more than 10 years. Sister 
Pai Ling was recently re-elected as Chairperson of the BMSM 
Meditation Section. Currently, she is the newly re-elected 7th 
President of BMSM. 

”We join with the Dalai Lama in 

endorsing the 350 ppm target. In 
accordance with Buddhist 
teachings, we accept our individual 
and collective responsibility to do 
whatever we can to meet this 
target…Future generations, and the 
other species that share the 
biosphere with us, have no voice to 
ask for our compassion, wisdom, 
and leadership. We must listen to 
their silence. We must be their 
voice, too, and act on their behalf.”

-The Time To Act Is Now: A Buddhist Declaration on Climate Change

Buddhism
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Representative:

Dr Mrs Jude Selvaraj
Coordinator, Ministry of Women’s Desk, Archdiocese Office 
of Human Development & Chairperson of the Episcopal 
Commission of Justice and Peace-Environment (2013-2015)

She is a registered medical doctor by training, with a Passion in 
Maternal Child Care and Social and Preventive Medicine. She has been 
serving as the Women's Desk Coordinator since 2010 AND the 
appointed chairperson for Episcopal Commission for Justice & Peace 
Environment (2013-2015) at the Archdiocesan Office of Human 
Development Kuala Lumpur, the official arm of the Roman Catholic 
Church which represents Charity, Integral Human Development and 
Justice and Peace.

”We need a conversation which 

includes everyone, since the 
environmental challenge we are 
undergoing, and its human roots, 
concern and affect us all…All of us can 
cooperate as instruments of God for 
the care of creation, each according 
to his or her own culture, experience, 
involvements and talents…I will 
advance broader proposals for 
dialogue and action which would 
involve each of us as individuals, and 
also affect international policy.”

-Encyclical Letter ‘Laudato Si’ of the Holy Father Francis

Catholicism
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Representative:

Mr. Gangadara Vadivel Sinnadurai PPN
Hon Advisor, Hindu Youth Organisation Petaling Jaya.

Mr Ganga previously served as Vice-President, Malaysian Hindu Youth 
Council; Chairman, Selangor Hindu Youth Council; and Coordinator, 
Library & Resource Centre, Sri Sithi Vinayagar Temple, Petaling Jaya. 
He has presented talks on Hindu spirituality at universities, colleges 
and NGOs as well as conducted workshops, talks and seminars on 
spiritual subjects for youths.

At the community level, Mr Ganga is President, Befrienders Malaysia 
(National Council of Befrienders Malaysia) and trainer of volunteers 
on basic counselling skills.

“The Hindu tradition understands that 

man is not separate from nature, that we 
are linked by spiritual, psychological and 

physical bonds with the elements around 
us…We must transit to complementarity 

in place of competition, convergence in 
place of conflict, holism in place of 
hedonism, optimization in place of 

maximization…We must, in short, move 
rapidly toward a global consciousness 

that replaces the present fractured and 
fragmented consciousness of the 
human”

-Hindu Declaration on Climate Change, 2009

Hinduism
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Representative:

Ms Jannie Lasimbang
Secretariat Director of the Jaringan Orang Asal SeMalaysia
(JOAS).

Jannie was a member of the United Nations Expert Mechanism on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP) established under the UN 
Human Rights Council for six years till May 2014. She was also a 
Commissioner with the Malaysian Human Rights Commission of 
Malaysia from 2010 - 2013, where she headed a committee to conduct 
National Inquiry into the Land Rights of Indigenous Peoples and a 
members of the government task force to look into the 
implmentation of the recommendations from the National Inquiry.

”Shared vision for long-term 

cooperation must not be limited to 
defining the increase of temperature 
and the concentration of GHG in the 
atmosphere, but rather it must 
include in an integral and balanced 
manner a set of financing, 
technological measures on 
adaptation, capacity building, 
patterns of production, consumption 
and other essential issues like the 
recognition of the rights of Mother 
Earth to reestablish our harmony 
with nature.”

-Declaration of the Indigenous Peoples of the World, 2011

Indigenous
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Representative:

Prof. Datin Dr. Azizan Baharuddin
Director General, Institute Kefahaman Islam Malaysia (IKIM)

Prof. Azizan is the Director-General of Institute of Islamic Understanding 
Malaysia (IKIM), where she actively promotes ideas and reflections 
(tadabbur) on Quran and Science as well as environment and 
sustainability among others via weekly radio talk show, conferences as 
well as regular publications in the local tabloids. She is member of the 
UNESCO Network of Women Philosophers and received an award from 
the Templeton Centre for Theology & Natural Sciences (2001) for her 
work on Science & Religion.  She is actively involved in several 
governmental organisations (GOs) and non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) that are connected with gender, development, the environment 
and intercultural/interfaith dialogue.

” God created the Earth in perfect 

equilibrium…By His immense mercy we 
have been given fertile land, fresh air, 
clean water and all the good things on 
Earth that makes our lives here viable and 
delightful…The present climate change 
catastrophe is a result of the human 
disruption of this balance… Intelligence 
and conscience behoove us, as our faith 
commands, to treat all things with care 
and awe (taqwa) of their Creator, 
compassion (rahmah) and utmost good 
(ihsan)… If we each offer the best of our 
respective traditions, we may yet see a 
way through our difficulties.”

-Islamic Declaration on Global Climate Change

Islam
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Representative:

Mr K Haridas Nair
Chairman, Initiatives of Change in Malaysia & Chairman, 
Business Ethics Institute of Malaysia

K Haridas has been affiliated with Initiatives of Change (IofC)– a 
worldwide movement to address global needs – since the late 1960s. 
In addition to his role at IofC, he is the Executive Director of an 
Educational Foundation, APHEM - Association For The Promotion Of 
Higher Education In Malaysia, and is also Vice Chair of Insaf – the 
Interfaith Spiritual Fellowship.

”An ethical examination of climate 

change issues will explore prescriptive 
assertions about what should be done 

about climate change rather than focus 
on descriptions of scientific and economic 

facts alone, although good ethical 
analyses of climate change issues must be 
sensitive to facts that frame any issue…it 

has become clear that climate change is 
already compromising rights to life, liberty 

and personal security. Hence, ethical 
analysis of climate change policy must 
examine how policies have an impact on 

these basic rights.”

-White Paper on the Ethical Dimensions of Climate Change

Ethical
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Dato J. Jagadeesan
Founding Member and Advisor of Friendship Group for Inter-Religious Services (FGIS)

"Dato Jegathesan is a founder member of the Malaysian Investment Promotion Agency -MIDA, and retired as its Deputy Director General 
in 1999. He has vast experience in Investment Promotion and Economic Development and has worked with regional and international 
bodies like ASEAN, UNCTAD and UNIDO amongst others.  Upon retirement from the Government, he founded JJ ISHWARA CONNECT, 
providing consultancy services for economic development of South Nations.  

He is Founder, President and now Advisor to the Sathya Sai Central Council of Malaysia (serving the poor and needy in Malaysia), and The 
Founder and Advisor to the Friendship Group for Inter Religious Service (FGIS) to the needy (uniting various religious for service & unity).
He and the Sai Council of Malaysia were awarded North Korea’s  2nd   highest National Award for helping with starvation relief work
during North Korea’s famine in 1997.

In 2008 , for his Social work and work for Economies of South Nations, he was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. Nominations went
from USA, Malaysia, Japan and Zambia. 

Moderated by…
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Centre for Environment, Technology and 
Development Malaysia (CETDEM)

Environmental Protection Society Malaysia (EPSM)

Established in 1974, EPSM has highlighted environmental
problems through the mass media, made representation
to government agencies, campaigned against polluters,
undertaken surveys and studies, and contributed
towards environmental education and awareness
through talks, forums, seminars and its publication,
Alam Sekitar.

Our record of campaigns include the following. Through
networking and collaboration with both government
and non-government bodies, we have contributed to
various successful campaigns focusing on Endau-Rompin,
Batu Caves, Tembeling National Park, Papan, Bakun Dam,
the Societies Act Amendments and the Environment
Impact Assesment. EPSM has also monitored the
Environmental Quality Act 1974 and its subsequent
regulation.

CETDEM is an independent, non-profit, training, 
research, consultancy, referral, and development 
organization, committed to improving environmental 
quality through the appropriate use of technology and 
sustainable development.

'Always Promoting Sustainable Development' and 
'Providing Practical & Sustainable Solutions' since 25 
April 1985, CETDEM focuses on Sustainability issues 
including Climate Change, Energy, Transport, Organic 
Farming and Water. Their ongoing projects include 
organic farming and an ecomobility recreation park.



Global Environment Centre (GEC) Malaysian Nature Society (MNS)

The Global Environment Centre was established in 
1998 to work on environmental issues of global 
importance. It supports information exchange and 
capacity building as well as undertakes strategic 
projects particularly in developing countries.

GEC’s mission is to support the protection of the 
environment and sustainable use of the natural 
resources to meet local, regional and global needs, 
through strategic partnerships with communities and 
like-minded organisations. They do this through 
partnerships with other like-minded organizations, 
building cross-sectoral or integrated coalitions to 
address key issues, information exchange and 
dissemination, institutional strengthening, education 
and public awarenesss campaigns, and other 
activities.

Winner of the inaugural 2008 Merdeka Award 
(Environment Category), Malaysian Nature Society 
(MNS) is the oldest and largest membership-based 
environmental non-governmental organization in 
Malaysia. It is run by elected members on a voluntary, 
non-profit basis and backed up by about 40 full time 
personnel. Established in 1940, its mission is to 
promote the study, appreciation, conservation and 
protection of Malaysia’s natural heritage. MNS has 
been the main force behind the protection of many 
key habitats as well as the creation of national, 
marine and state parks in Malaysia.

MNS has pioneered conservation in Malaysia for the 
last seven decades, making a difference through 
habitat conservation and environmental education. 



WWF-Malaysia (WWF-M)

WWF-Malaysia (World Wide Fund for Nature-Malaysia) 
was established in Malaysia in 1972. It currently runs 
more than 90 projects, covering a diverse range of 
environmental conservation and protection work, from 
saving endangered species such as tigers and turtles, to 
protecting our highland forests, rivers and seas. 

The national conservation organization also undertakes 
environmental education and advocacy work to achieve 
its conservation goals. Its mission is to stop the 
degradation of the earth’s natural environment and to 
build a future in which humans live in harmony with 
nature, by conserving the nation’s biological diversity, 
ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is 
sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollution 
and wasteful consumption. 

Planning Committee:
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Scan below for all resources related to MCCG’s 2015 Interfaith Dialogue on Climate Change!
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with the support of the British High Commission and Ilham Gallery 

 
INTER FAITH DIALOGUE ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

Sunday, 11 October 2015 

 

 

PROGRAMME 

1.30pm  Registration 

 

2.00pm Welcome by MC 

 Mr Anthony Tan, Executive Director, CETDEM & Past Coordinator, MCCG 
 

Welcome Address by Coordinator, MCCG 

 Ms Lakshmi Lavanya Rama Iyer, Head of Policy and Climate Change, WWF-M 
 

2.05pm Keynote Speech: Mr Matthew Deith, British High Commission’s Political and Economic 
Counsellor  

 
2.20 pm  CETDEM/MCCG video on climate change 

 

2.30 pm  Introduction to Dialogue by Moderator:  

 Dato’ J. Jagadeesan, Founding Member and Adviser of Friendship Group for Inter-
Religious Service (FGIS) 

 

Speakers: 

 Buddhist perspective – Ms Loh Pai Ling, President, Buddhist Missionary Society 
Malaysia 

 Christian perspective – Dr Mrs Jude Selvaraj, Coordinator, Ministry of Women’s 

Desk, Archdiocese Office of Human Development & Chairperson of the Episcopal 

Commission of Justice and Peace-Environment (2013-2015)    

 Hindu perspective – Mr Gangadara Vadivel Sinnadurai, Hon. Advisor, Hindu Youth 
Organisation Petaling Jaya 

 Indigenous perspective – Ms Jannie Lasimbang, Secretariat Director, Jaringan 
Orang Asal SeMalaysia 

 Islamic perspective – Prof. Datin Dr. Azizan Baharuddin, Director General, Institute 
Kefahaman Islam Malaysia  

 Ethical perspective – Mr K Haridas Nair, Chairman, Initiatives of Change in Malaysia 
& Chairman, Business Ethics Institute of Malaysia 

 

3.40pm Dialogue with the audience 

 

4.15pm Wrap-up by Moderator 

 

4.30pm Refreshments 
_________________________________________________ 

 

MCCG 
The Malaysian Climate Change Group is a coalition of non-governmental organisations  

with an active interest in climate change. They comprise: 
Centre for Environment, Technology and Development Malaysia (CETDEM) 

Environmental Protection Society Malaysia (EPSM) 
Global Environment Centre (GEC) 
Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) 

Perak Consumers Association (PCA) 
WWF-Malaysia (WWF-M) 


