
Concept Note

Inter Faith Dialogue on Climate Change

Background

Climate  change  is  an  issue  of  global  concern  with  the  global  community  realising  the  potential
devastating  impact  on  humanity  if  the  matter  goes  unchecked.  Resulting  drastic  changes  in  the
environment  and nature will  affect  the hospitability  of  Mother Earth as our  home whose generous
provisions have enabled civilisation to flourish all this time.      

Adequately addressing the immense challenges posed by climate change requires action at all levels.
Instigating behavioural change at the individual and communal level is a necessary response that has yet
to be effectively tackled.   

The “Inter-Faith Dialogue on Climate Change” is MCCG's proposal to explore and harness the religious
and moral teachings that can instigate and facilitate such change within the Malaysian context.

Two major religious groupings recently issued strong calls to address climate change and reshape our
relationship with nature   – the 1st being the Catholic Church's Encyclical entitled 'Laudato Si' by Pope
Francis  released on 18th June1,  and the other  is  the Islamic  Declaration on Global  Climate Change2

released on 18th August. Building on the important momentum these statements have created, MCCG is
working  towards  having  representations  from  major  faiths  in  Malaysia  from  Islam,  Christianity,
Buddhism, Hinduism, and Indigenous beliefs as well as the ethical viewpoint on climate change issues
from their respective perspectives. Apart from the two declarations already mentioned, representation
of views from the other groups in the form of declarations or statements have also been issued in the
past.3 4 5 6  

1 https://laudatosi.com/watch

2 http://islamicclimatedeclaration.org/islamic-declaration-on-global-climate-change/

3 Ethical View: http://rockethics.psu.edu/documents/whitepapers/edccwhitepaper.pdf

4 Buddhist Declaration: http://www.ecobuddhism.org/bcp/all_content/buddhist_declaration/

5 Hindu Declaration: http://fore.yale.edu/news/item/hindu-declaration-on-climate-change/

6 Indigenous Peoples’ Declaration: http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2009/smsn/ngo/168.pdf and 
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/un-framework-convention-climate-change-

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/un-framework-convention-climate-change-unfccc/publication/2011/declaration-indigenous-peoples
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2009/smsn/ngo/168.pdf
http://fore.yale.edu/news/item/hindu-declaration-on-climate-change/
http://www.ecobuddhism.org/bcp/all_content/buddhist_declaration/
http://rockethics.psu.edu/documents/whitepapers/edccwhitepaper.pdf


The Faith groups are an interest group that have much to offer in the realisation of a global solution
towards this all encompassing threat.  The values imparted by the faiths and moral percepts can play a
critical role in steering mankind towards the necessary actions and lifestyle choices to avoid the severe
consequences of climate change.  

Furthermore, respect for Nature has always been a central tenet of all the major world faiths.  The Assisi
Faith Declarations of 1986 recording messages on humanity and nature from Buddhism, Christianity,
Hinduism, Islam & Judaism is but one example of this7. 

Purpose of the Dialogue

The event is to create a platform where the rich traditions of different religions , indigenous and moral
beliefs are explored to understand their respective teachings on our relationship with our environment,
nature,  biodiversity and our duties towards our fellow human beings including future generations.  It
will further seek to understand whether modern living is aligned with these teachings.  

The panelists will touch on the following:

 Are we adhering to the values espoused in these traditions in modern living?
 What do these traditions offer in terms of addressing global climate change?
 How these traditions have resulted in effecting behavioural change relating to the above   

Expected Outcome

Based on the honoured speakers’ presentations and the discussion thereafter, an Outcome Document
will be prepared and circulated, including to the Prime Minister and Malaysia’s negotiators at the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change to be held in Paris in November.

The audience is also expected to gain a deeper understanding of how adherence to religious teachings
can bring about living a more balanced and harmonious existence, within the bountiful but nevertheless
limited resources of Mother Earth. 

MCCG

The Malaysian Climate Change Group (MCCG) comprises of Centre for Environment,  Technology and
Development  in  Malaysia  (CETDEM),  Environmental  Protection  Society  Malaysia  (EPSM),  Malaysian
Nature  Society  (MNS),  WWF  Malaysia,  Global  Environment  Centre  (GEC)  and  Perak  Consumers
Association (PCA). 

MCCG is a member of Climate Action Network Southeast Asia (CANSEA) which is part of Climate Action
Network (CAN). WWF Malaysia currently hosts the MCCG Secretariat.

unfccc/publication/2011/declaration-indigenous-peoples

7 The declarations can be accessed from http://www.arcworld.org/downloads/THE%20ASSISI
%20DECLARATIONS.pdf
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